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7th Wings Family Day  
Lorain Correctional Institution 
Grafton, OH 
07-14-18 
 
The 7th Wings Family Day at the Lorain Correctional Institution in Grafton, OH was held on June 
14, 2018. There were 150 children and adult family members, 44 inmates, 6 volunteers, and 15 
Correctional staff who were registered to attend.  The volunteers came from congregations in 
Pittsburg, Twinsburg, Cleveland, Columbus, and Albuquerque, NM.  

On Saturday we arrived at the prison and were quickly escorted across the prison grounds to the 
large gym by Chaplain Louis Pollard. All the volunteers did a great job of helping set-up for the 
Family Day.  

Next the families started arriving and Ann led the group in mixers.  People got to know one 
another, found out favorite hobbies, and where people were from, and discovered fun things to 
do in their hometowns.  Everyone enjoyed getting this chance to interact with one another and 
before the inmates arrived, all the families had already had a good time. 

Next the men arrived and we were ready to start the Family Day. Chaplain Louis opened the 
Wings Family Day in prayer. An inmate praise team helped with the singing, as did the children. 
Ann lead the song, “Praise Ye the Lord”.  Each side stood up to sing and sat down when not 
singing.  Next “Shake a Neighbor’s Hand and Jesus is a Friend, He’s the Friend Next To You”, got 
everyone in the mood to have a great time and realize that this WAS fun and that everyone 
WAS going to have a great time.  The children helped lead motions for “Lord I Lift Your Name on 
High” and “Jesus Loves Me.”  Everyone enjoyed the singing. 

The Bible story was Noah and the Ark. The gym was transformed into an “Ark” as Ann led the Bi-
ble story of Noah and the Ark.  “Noah”, “his family”, “the ark”, “the rainbow” and the “many as-
sorted animals” were picked. Everyone else became the “wind” and the “rain”.  Noah built the 
ark, his family members and two kinds of all the animals on earth joined him, and yet as Noah 
looked out, he saw the slow turtles trying to get to the ark in time.  Everyone called out to the tur-
tles and finally they made it to the ark before the 40 days of rain and wind flooded the earth.  
Finally, the rain stopped, Noah sent out the doves to look for new growth, and they returned with 
a green leaf in their beaks.  Those doves sure flew around and flapped their wings!!! God’s 
promise to Noah was fulfilled with the beautiful rainbow above the earth, and everyone was re-
minded that God will even wait for the slowest turtle to come to Him. It was a powerful interaction 
of a Bible story.   

Next the men went with their children to do crafts.  Volunteers were there to assist as needed, and 
everyone loved making cards and bookmarkers with stickers and markers, beautiful unique 
butterflies out of the “worthless” newspaper, and fun and tasty necklaces out of cheerios and 
pretzels.  It’s amazing how beautiful those necklaces were! 

Ann tied the Bible story into her personal story and how Wings was created.  She shared that 
Wings For LIFE International is designed to share Christ’s love with all families of prisoners and 
returning citizens.   



Some of the volunteers shared about their ministries/programs, the Deputy Warden talked about 
the many programs the prison offers the inmates, and Chaplain Pollard shared about all the 
religious programming that takes place on a weekly basis at Lorain.  The family members 
enjoyed hearing about the various programs the prison offers and some of the programs on the 
outside too.  

Dinner was pizza, cookies, and punch.  Lively discussion was held at each table.   

Then the favorite part of each Wings Family Day arrived.  Since we were in the middle of 
summer, we had a summer theme.  The person whose birthday was closest to July 14 was chosen 
to be outfitted in a “new summer outfit”!  Each table of 10 people was given a bag of “junk” and 
soon we had models wearing “new hats, gloves, dresses, pants, etc.”   

The Family Day ended in a huge circle prayer around the room with everyone holding hands, 
bowing in prayer, and being reminded that Christ died for each and every one of us.  It was a 
special, uplifting day, where grateful hearts joined together for great fun and fellowship.   

The following comments came from those in attendance and their words describe how meaningful 
the Family Day was for everyone.  Duplicate comments were not repeated. It was a very hot day 
and there was no air-conditioning in the prison.  The heat seemed to not impact the positive 
comments from the Family Day. 

I came to the Wings Father’s Day Family Day today because: 
1. Time with Family. 
2. It is a great experience for family and was invited by nephew. 
3. To spend time with my uncle. 
4. I wanted to be with my family and friends.  
5. To see my boyfriend and Wings program. 
6. Wanted to be with my brother. 
7. My husband is in here. 
8. I was invited and was very interested in what Wings is all about. 
9. To be with father. 
10. I wanted to spend time with my 2 boys and to color pictures and sing with them. 
11. This is a chance for our son to visit with his sons. 
12. Family and God. Need I say more?  
13. My son invited us and we wanted to worship with him. 
14. It was a good opportunity to visit with our son. 
15. I came before and enjoyed it. 
16. Because my son invited me and to support the ministry that God is working through. 
17. Son is an inmate and came to see him. 
18. I got spend time with my family outside the visitation room with more freedom. 
19. I like pizza. 
20. I was asked to help out. 
21. I brought my daughter to see her uncle for the first time. 
22. Someone asked me to come. 
 
The highlights of the Family Day for me were: 

1. My family. 
2. Family time. 



3. Story of Noah. 
4. Prayer/ Spiritual. 
5. Arts and Crafts. 
6. The fellowship and laughter. 
7. Laughter and prayer. 
8. The children 
9. Having the kids participate in the story of Noah’s Arc. 
10. Everyone being together having fun. 
11. The interaction among the people. 
12. Was being with my dad. 
13. Coloring pictures with my sons and watching them sing songs. 
14. Singing. 
15. Getting to spend relating time in ales formal atmosphere than the visit room. 
16. With my son and participating. 
17. The interaction with other families and inmates. 
18. Seeing the smiles on all the kid’s faces as they participated in the Bible story. 
19. The Noah show. It was inclusive of family participation. 
20. Fellowship. 
21. Seeing my kids together. 
22. Being with family and meeting others like me. 
23. I really enjoyed the music. 
24. The events they had for the families. 
25. Seeing my brother. 
26. Seeing the joy of families together. 
 
Prison officials should continue hosting Wings Family Days because: 

1. The interaction is valued for all. 
2. It’s nice for inmates and family. 
3. It brings families together. 
4. Yes - good program. 
5. It is very encouraging.  
6. Family can spend time with loved ones. 
7. It helps the children enjoy their loved ones. 
8. It allows you to meet other people, dress up, role play. 
9. This is a way to connect with my father. 
10. Helps me to stay positive. 
11. Great for kids and inmates. 
12. Incredible for real connections with families. 
13. It felt like a good family time and God’s word will strengthen  
14. I feel it was beneficial for everyone involved.  
15. Because family and other family members come together as one in support of one another. 
16. It gives me a chance to see and visit my son. 
17. It’s great for families especially those with young children. 



18. Family interaction develops and strengthens self-worth and affirmation of “someone loves 
me.” 

19. They are enjoyable. 
20. Anytime with my son is special, but I especially appreciated the time to pray and worship 

together as it was worthwhile. 
21. It is a wonderful event and should be continued.  
22. It is motivational. 
23. It gives inmates and their families a venue to enjoy their time together. 
24. I cherish any real time with my family. 
25. It’s spirituality.  

I appreciate the 1687 Foundation books, Guideposts Magazine, donated pizza, 
homemade cookies, and want to tell all the sponsors thanks and: 
1. Thank you. 
2. Environment grew better with less movement. Large fan was significant to my comfort. 
3. This event really strengthens love and their family. Thank you. 
4. Very much appreciated it. Thanks. 
5. I would like for family members to come. 
6. Please keep doing these events to promote fellowship and understanding. 
7. Thank them and may God bless and continue to grow their organization. 
8. God bless you and we appreciate you. 
9. Keep coming back! Excellent job. 
10. Keep up the good work. 
11. I appreciate the time with family. 
12. More pizza please. 
13. Please let us sit when we are hot and tired. 
14. Thank you for taking the time out to show love and caring for people you don’t know. 
15. Wishing everyone who had a part in making this happen peace and blessings. 
16. Have a blessed day. Keep doing the Lord’s work. God Bless. 
17. Thank you for making this experience more personal than other regular visits. 

MILES TRAVELED One-Way FOR WINGS FAMILY DAY: 
960, 200, 150, 40, 38, 34, 30, 25, 24, 22, 20, 12, 10 – flew in from Albuquerque, NM 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 



Lorain Correctional Institution 
Grafton, OH 
7-14-18 
Asset Survey Comments 
 
There was not time to do “official Asset training” prior to the Family Day, but Ann Edenfield Sweet shared with 
the adult family members briefly about the Assets and also gave each person a copy of Search Institute’s 40 
Developmental Assets©.  Over dinner the family units talked about the 40 Assets and responded to this 
questionnaire. It is impressive that they learned as much as they did through reading the materials and discussing 
the Assets.  
 

What did you learn about the 40 Developmental Assets© that you can 
apply in your daily life? 

1. #1 – Family Support 
2. Family Support 
3. Prayer/Devotion 
4. Family Life provides high levels of love and support. 
5. Support of family, neighbors, school matters etc. and are very important.  
6. You should at least process 30 of the assets. 
7. Just to be active with your family. 
8. Peaceful conflict resolution. 
9. Youth as resources. 
10. It can help with every family. 
11. They are in line with the Biblical principles in Matthew. And I will internalize them even 

more. 
12. God is good. 
13. Support positive values. 
14. Family support and I can apply a lot to my life. 

 
What assets do you think were strengthened today? 

1. Constructive use of time. 
2. #1 – Family Support 
3. Family 
4. My family time 
5. Sense of purpose. 
6. Someone cares enough to go to all the work to put this together. 
7. Faith 
8. Planning, responsibility, family support, #2 – positive family communication 
9. All 
10. Culture compliance  
11. Family support 
12. Caring 
13. Positive family communication  
14. High expectation, positive peer influence. 



 
Which assets do you think are strongest in your family? 

1. #11 – family boundaries, #1 – family support, #20 – time at home 
2. Family 
3. Laughter 
4. Family support 
5. Unconditional love 
6. All of the above 
7. Support 
8. Caring 
9. Family boundaries 
10. Caring 
11. The adult relationships 
12. Caring and integrity  

 
Which assets do you think you would like to work harder on in your 
family? 

1. Restraint, adult role models 
2. #30 – responsibility, #29 – honesty, #38 – self-esteem 
3. #29, #38, #30 
4. More family prayer time 
5. Planning and decision making 
6. Adult role model 
7. Creative activity 
8. Honesty 
9. Positive family communication 
10. Constructive use of time 
11. Restoration, reconstruction 
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